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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Theoren Royal, Blackfoot Confederacy Communications
E: TheorenR@Blackfootconfederacy.ca

BLACKFOOT CONFEDERACY CHIEFS’ CALLS OUT METIS NATION OF
ALBERTA'S ENCROACHMENT INTO BLACKFOOT TERRITORY

Mohkinstsis (Calgary, AB), Blackfoot Territory - October 16, 2025 - The Siksikaitsitapi Ohkin'ninaiiks
(Blackfoot Confederacy Chiefs), representing Kainai-Blood Tribe, Piikani, Siksika, and Ampskaapi'piikani
Nations, calls on the Governments of Canada and Alberta to immediately cease supporting Métis Nation
of Alberta “Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas” (IPCAs) and related initiatives within Blackfoot
Territory (Treaty No. 7).

Our objection is to the current actions of the Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) that encroach on Blackfoot
Territory and Sovereignty. The Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) is using IPCAs, Memoranda of
Understanding, flag raisings, and naming projects as a policy back door to establish “harvesting rights”
and jurisdictional authority, despite clear legal precedent that no such rights exist.

The 2011 R. v. Hirsekorn decision explicitly determined there were no Métis communities in southern
Alberta. As a result, no Métis harvesting rights or Aboriginal title apply within Blackfoot Territory
(Treaty No. 7). This decision remains binding law. Continued funding and institutional support for these
initiatives under the banner of reconciliation or Indigenization - by federal and provincial programs, and
by public institutions - undermines that ruling and fails to uphold Blackfoot consent-based jurisdiction.

Blackfoot Confederacy Tribal Council holds that IPCAs must not be used to reintroduce rights or
authorities that have been rejected in court, nor to imply shared jurisdiction within Blackfoot Territory.
True reconciliation begins with respect for First Peoples’ law, governance, and consent, not with bypassing
those orders through generic “Indigenous inclusion” frameworks.

We stand in solidarity with other First Nations who have raised related concerns about Métis
encroachment into territories that are not their own, including the Union of BC Indian Chiefs
(https://www.ubcic.bc.ca/ubcic_unanimously_passes_resolution_denouncing_metis_colonialism) and
Ontario First Nations Chiefs (https://chiefs-of-ontario.org/first-nations-in-ontario-continue-to-call-for-
more-clarity-surrounding-the-identification-of-six-new-so-called-historic-metis-communities-in-the-

region/).

Blackfoot Confederacy Tribal Council | blackfootconfederacy.ca | info@blackfootconfederacy.ca | +1587.287.1100


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ubcic.bc.ca%2Fubcic_unanimously_passes_resolution_denouncing_metis_colonialism&data=05%7C02%7CTheorenR%40blackfootconfederacy.ca%7C0bd04a46f0f040e5b1a408de0cf0e7b0%7C59153f5e652746d5982279c3d42a85f8%7C0%7C0%7C638962426027022275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v2iiffem023Ku6DKsKdeVGJjfH89hsIUz8eacrux7Nc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchiefs-of-ontario.org%2Ffirst-nations-in-ontario-continue-to-call-for-more-clarity-surrounding-the-identification-of-six-new-so-called-historic-metis-communities-in-the-region%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTheorenR%40blackfootconfederacy.ca%7C0bd04a46f0f040e5b1a408de0cf0e7b0%7C59153f5e652746d5982279c3d42a85f8%7C0%7C0%7C638962426027050642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cAlziFABEZWHFRgBCSuwYVKz8Fuv58CaPfcTM1HJX%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchiefs-of-ontario.org%2Ffirst-nations-in-ontario-continue-to-call-for-more-clarity-surrounding-the-identification-of-six-new-so-called-historic-metis-communities-in-the-region%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTheorenR%40blackfootconfederacy.ca%7C0bd04a46f0f040e5b1a408de0cf0e7b0%7C59153f5e652746d5982279c3d42a85f8%7C0%7C0%7C638962426027050642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cAlziFABEZWHFRgBCSuwYVKz8Fuv58CaPfcTM1HJX%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchiefs-of-ontario.org%2Ffirst-nations-in-ontario-continue-to-call-for-more-clarity-surrounding-the-identification-of-six-new-so-called-historic-metis-communities-in-the-region%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTheorenR%40blackfootconfederacy.ca%7C0bd04a46f0f040e5b1a408de0cf0e7b0%7C59153f5e652746d5982279c3d42a85f8%7C0%7C0%7C638962426027050642%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cAlziFABEZWHFRgBCSuwYVKz8Fuv58CaPfcTM1HJX%2BM%3D&reserved=0

s AN Head Office: P.O. Box 916 Standoff, AB TOL 1YO

/ w3\ SIKSIKAITSITAPI Branch Office: 7535 Flint Road SE, Calgary AB T2H 1G3
-« BLACKFOOT Phone: +1587.287.1100

>/ CONFEDERACY Email: info@blackfootconfederacy.ca

Website: blackfootconfederacy.ca

The Blackfoot Confederacy Chiefs Call For:

e Immediate suspension of Métis Nation of Alberta IPCAs and related activities in southern
Alberta.

e Termination or redirection of funding currently supporting these initiatives that contradict
Hirsekorn and Blackfoot Treaty Sovereignty.

e Formal recognition and prioritization of Blackfoot Confederacy Nations as the rightful
stewards and holders of authority in Treaty 7, with any “land back” measures proceeding to
the First Peoples of this territory.

The Blackfoot Confederacy Chiefs remain committed to good relations and principled diplomacy. We call
on all citizens, allies, and partners, both First Nation and Non-First Nation, who recognize the harms of
these initiatives to publicly support a pause and reset, and to work with us toward building respectful
nation-to-nation relations in Blackfoot Territory.
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Chief Ouray Crowfoot, Chief Travis Plaited Hair, Chief Troy Knowlton,
Siksika Nation Kainai-Blood Tribe Piikani Nation

Chairman Rodney Gervais,
Ampskaapi’piikani -
Blackfeet Nation
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